History of the Daughters of Isabella

Immaculate Conception Circle #744

On Sunday, April 20, 1947, the Immaculate Conception Circle #744 was instituted at Great Bend, Kansas, with eighty-five Charter Members.  Mrs. Lottie Pillar, Kingman, Kansas, with the assistance of Mary Klein and the encouragement of Reverend John J. Butler, pastor at St. Rose Parish, promoted the organization.

Following the installation of officers, the Charter was presented to Regent Mrs. Mary Klein by State Regent Miss Margaret Wall.  The banquet, which was a joint affair with the Knights of Columbus, culminated the days’ activities, and were held in St. Rose School’s substory.  There were 250 members and guests in attendance.

The Reverend John J. Butler was appointed Chaplain for the new Circle by Monsignor William Farrell, Wichita diocesan administrator.  The Address of Welcome was given by Lawrence Huslig, Grand Knight of Great Bend Council, and the response by Frank Robl, Ellinwood, District Deputy.

The Immaculate Conception Circle took its place as the thirty-fifth Circle in the Kansas State Circles of the Daughters of Isabella.  The Circle was comprised of members from three parishes: St. Rose of Lima, Great Bend; St. Ann, Olmitz; and St. John the Evangelist, Hoisington.  When St. Patrick Parish was organized in 1953, it was included in the Circle.  In September of 2007, the Immaculate Conception Circle celebrated their 60th Anniversary with a banquet and program.

Members of Daughters of Isabella Circle #744 Great Bend attended Mass celebrating the circle's 70th Anniversary.  Mary Marcella Weide is the only living charter member and is 99 years of age.   A dinner held at the St. Patrick Parish Center  included honored guests Belinda Kasper, State Regent, Sr. Marie Antoinette Klein, daughter of charter member Mary Klein, Father Ted Stoecklein, Circle Chaplain, Father Don Bedore, and Father Louis Trung Dinh Hoang.  Everyone was welcomed by local Regent Jolene Rziha and Mistress of Ceremonies was Brenda Unrein, State Auditor and Past Local Regent.  Chancellor and 60 year member, Barbara Steiner regaled the group with experiences of past occasions and read the names of charter members.

